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enoît Moreau told me that the 2016 “growing 

season was, in a word, awful. Neither I nor my 

father has ever seen frost like this before. We 

lost 70% and it was depressing to think that we 

were completely screwed before the growing 

season had barely begun. Then there was a severe attack of 

mildew and worse, just as we thought that conditions were 

about to turn in our favor, there was a hailstorm on the 14th 

of July that cost us yet more potential production. We began 

picking on the 21st of September and it was weird in that we 

had some parcels that basically had roughly 50% of normal 

yields to others where the loss was fully 100%. The yields 

for our pinot vineyards came in between 13 and 16 hl/ha, 

which obviously isn’t much. In white there will be no 

Champs Gains or Chenevottes as what little fruit remained 

was declassified into the Chassagne villages. The fruit was 

exceptionally clean though there was some sorting required 

to eliminate some second generation fruit that wasn’t 

sufficiently ripe. What was so surprising is that we also had 

no idea that it would be possible to make this level of quality 

despite all the problems that we endured. We were also really 

concerned about our wood regimen because with such low 

quantities it would have been easy to excessively mark the 

wine. Overall, we’re very happy with the wines but the 

sooner I forget the 2016 growing season, the happier we will 

all be.” The domaine is obviously better known for its whites 

but it often makes very good reds and I like what I found here 

in 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 Chassagne-Montrachet Rouge Vieilles Vignes 

(from 35+ year old vines). A peppery and earthy mix of red 

and dark pinot fruit slides into vibrant, rich and fleshy 

medium-bodied flavors that possess subtle traces of rusticity 

and youthful austerity on the delicious and balanced finish. 

This well-made effort should drink well young if that’s your 

preference. 88/2021+ 
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