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he 2017 vintage is a great success across the 

board at Domaine Bernard Moreau, one of 

the most exciting addresses in the Côte d'Or. 

Incisive, intense and elegantly textural, this 

is a thrilling range of white Burgundies, from a modestly-

priced Bourgogne Blanc all the way to Chevalier-

Montrachet. What's more, the wines are among the best 

prospects for sustained bottle aging of any in the Côte de 

Beaune, as they have as yet been untouched by the systematic 

premature oxidation that has plagued some of the region's 

most famous domaines. I speak from experience, as this is 

the white Burgundy producer best represented in my 

personal cellar! Moreau also produces some of the finest red 

Chassagne-Montrachet to be found, a true insiders' choice 

that shrewd consumers would do well to hunt down.  

 

So what are the rudiments of this 14-hectare estate's success? 

The domaine represents a loose division of labor between 

two brothers: Benoit, who concerns himself with the 

vineyards, and Alex who oversees the cellar. In the vineyard, 

they use only organic fertilizers and no pesticides. In the 

cellar, Alex Moreau appreciates long fermentations and 

extended sur lie élevage without stirring, the wines finishing 

their maturation in stainless steel where they generally see a 

light fining. New oak, largely from François Frères, is 

judiciously chosen. Beautifully balanced and differentiated 

by site, these are some of the most compelling white 

Burgundies being made today, and I warmly recommend 

them to readers. 

 

Vins Blancs 
 

2017 Bourgogne Chardonnay  

The only wine in Moreau's cellar that had already been 

bottled when I visited, the 2017 Bourgogne Chardonnay is 

indicative of the range's stellar quality this year, offering up 

a youthfully tight bouquet of crisp pear, lemon oil and white 

flowers. On the palate, it's medium-bodied and ample but 

incisive, with tangy acids balancing its generous mid-palate 

volume. While it will be charming in its youth, don't be afraid 

to age it for a few years. 

Rating (88)   

 

 

 

2017 St. Aubin Premier Cru “En Remilly”  

More serious than the Sur Gamay is the 2017 Saint-Aubin 

1er Cru En Remilly, one of the finest renditions of this 

bottling that Moreau has produced to date. Wafting from the 

glass with aromas of wheat toast, green pear and white 

flowers, the wine is medium to full-bodied with chalky 

structure, bright acids and excellent tension and reserve at 

the core.    Rating (90 - 92)   

 

2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Villages 

Tasted from tank after fining, the 2017 Chassagne-

Montrachet Village is showing very well indeed, offering up 

notes of Anjou pear, lemon oil, white flowers and a subtle 

touch of hazelnut cream. On the palate, the wine is medium 

to full-bodied, elegant and bright with an ample attack that 

segues into a tense, controlled mid-palate and finish. The 

balance here is utterly classic.    Rating (89 - 91) 

 
2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru “Les 

Chenevottes” 

The most exotic of Moreau's premiers crus and typically the 

site he harvest first, the 2017 Chassagne-Montrachet 1er Cru 

Les Chenevottes offers up notions of ripe pear, lemon oil, 

honey and mandarin, delicately framed by new wood. On the 

palate, it's medium to full-bodied, satiny and elegantly 

textural, concluding with a chalky, saline finish that belies 

the ample attack. When I tasted it, the wine had been 

assembled in tank but hadn't yet been fined.  Rating (90 - 92)  

 
2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru “La Maltroie” 

From vines that overlook the domaine, the 2017 Chassagne-

Montrachet 1er Cru La Maltroie combines some of the 

qualities of Chenevottes and Vergers. On the nose, it's 

comparatively exotic, suggesting notions of mandarin oil, 

ripe pear, honeycomb and white flowers. But in the mouth, 

this medium to full-bodied wine's satiny attack gives way to 

a tense, incisive mid-palate and finish. And that's quite 

typical of Moreau's Maltroie.    Rating (91 - 93)   
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2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru “Morgeot” 

The 2017 Chassagne-Montrachet 1er Cru Morgeot is 

stunning, and further testimony that Moreau is this premier 

cru's finest exponent. Wafting from the glass with aromas of 

crisp yellow apple, pear, iodine and subtle smoke, the wine 

is medium to full-bodied, deep and textural, with incredible 

amplitude and dimension but above all a compelling sense of 

tension and reserve despite its broad shoulders and 

undeniable concentration, underpinned by racy acids that 

aren't to be taken for granted in Morgeot and concluding with 

a long, saline finish. This is very much a wine to forget in the 

cellar while drinking the domaine's more precocious 

premiers crus, as it is built for the long haul.  

Rating (93 - 95)+   

 

2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru “Les Vergers” 

Always the premier cru with the highest acidity and lowest 

pH in the Moreau cellar, the 2017 Chassagne-Montrachet 1er 

Cru Les Vergers only finished fermenting in June 2018, so it 

was a little less put together aromatically, unfurling with 

coaxing to offer up notes of green orchard fruit, rock salt and 

waxy lemon rind. On the palate, the wine is medium to full-

bodied, searingly intense and electric, with a lovely line and 

length. The Vergers has been a highlight of the range for the 

last few vintages, and that run of success continues in 2017. 

Rating (92 - 94)   

 

2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru “Les 

Champgains” 

Since there are only two barrels of the 2017 Chassagne-

Montrachet 1er Cru Les Champs Gain, the wine was still in 

wood on its lees, and as a result its framing of oak was a little 

more pronounced than most of the other cuvées in the cellar, 

with notes of smoke and wheat toast mingling with its 

bouquet of green apple, Anjou pear and Meyer lemon. On 

the palate, the wine is medium to full-bodied, satiny and 

layered, with bright acids and a succulent finish.  Right now, 

it's deceptively open-knit, but I suspect it will tense up after 

a second winter on the lees and render this note somewhat 

conservative.    Rating (91 - 93) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Premier Cru “Les Grandes 

Ruchottes” 

Sadly, half of Moreau's old-vine parcel in this vineyard is 

being replanted, so there are only two barrels of the 2017 

Chassagne-Montrachet 1er Cru Les Grandes Ruchottes, but 

its quality is some compensation for the lack of quantity, as 

it is one of the finest premier cru white Burgundies of the 

vintage. Displaying a complex bouquet of lemon oil, 

mandarin, Anjou pear, iodine, crushed chalk and white 

flowers, the wine is full-bodied, immensely 

multidimensional and layered, with the depth, incipient 

complexity and length to surpass many grands crus, 

structured around both succulent acids and a prodigious 

endowment of dry extract. While one could never describe 

the wines produced from this site—in the hands of any of its 

exponents—as chiseled out of the gates, they routinely age 

brilliantly, remaining vibrant with sustained bottle age. 

Readers who succeed in purchasing a few bottles should 

forget them for a decade.    Rating (94 - 96)   

 

2017 Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru 

There are three barrels of the 2017 Chevalier Montrachet 

Grand Cru, another appellation that Moreau produces thanks 

to an exchange of grapes with another vigneron. Unfurling 

in the glass with notes of mandarin, spring flowers, crisp 

yellow orchard fruit and white currants, it's full-bodied, 

satiny and very concentrated, with striking depth and 

structural tension and a long, precise finish that's 

underpinned by a racy line of acidity. The balance here is 

simply perfect and aside from Domaine d'Auvenay's 

rendition I don't think I tasted a better Chevalier-Montrachet 

in the vintage.    Rating (96 - 98)   

 

 

Vins Rouges 

 
2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Rouge Vieille Vignes 

Moreau had already bottled the 2017 Chassagne-Montrachet 

Vieilles Vignes Rouge to capture its explosive fruit, and the 

wine is showing very well, bursting with aromas of dried 

rose petals, peonies, cherries and sweet soil tones. On the 

palate, it's medium-bodied, open-knit and flavorful, with a 

crunchy core of fruit.    Rating (89)  
 

2017 Chassagne-Montrachet Rouge Premier Cru “La 

Cardeuse” 

The 2017 Chassagne Montrachet 1er Cru La Cardeuse 

(Rouge) is superb, soaring from the glass with aromas of rose 

petal, orange rind, grilled game, sweet wild berries and rich 

soil. On the palate, it's medium to full-bodied, satiny and 

succulent, with sappy acids and a long finish. While I'm 

generally loath to make comparisons of this kind, I don't 

think I imagined a stylistic nod to the wines of Domaine 

Dujac.    Rating (90 - 92)  

 


