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lex Moreau started picking fairly early in 2018, with 

the first grapes brought in on August 30th of this 

year. At the time of my visit in mid-November, only 

the Bourgogne Blanc and the St. Aubin “en Remilly” were 

already bottled, with the Chassagne AC having already been 

assembled into tank and ready for bottling early in the New 

Year, and most of the various premier crus assembled in 

tank, but not yet fined or filtered. Most of these premier crus 

had been assembled right before the harvest of 2019, and 

were destined to be fined and filtered before the holidays and 

would be bottled in the spring. The grand cru whites were 

still in cask at the time of my visit. There is a new wine in 

the Moreau cellars in 2018, as there are two barrels (neither 

one new) of Corton-Charlemagne this year, which will be 

worth a special search to try and find! 

 

Alex noted that “I am quite happy with how the 2018s have 

ended up this year, as we really tried to keep the elegance 

and minerality in the wines, which is our house style, and not 

let the wines get too heavy from the hot conditions.” This he 

has managed to do beautifully and once again,the Domaine 

Moreau white wines are amongst the most beautiful and 

successful to be found in the entire 2018 vintage in 

Burgundy. Several of the premier crus from Alex Moreau 

this year reminded me very, very strongly of the 1992 vintage 

of white Burgundy when it was young, with a similar sense 

of succulent fruit, great typicité and zesty girdles of acidity 

that keep the wines bright and light on their feet, but without 

impeding early accessibility. They are going to prove to be a 

very, very popular set of wines when they are released a bit 

later in 2020! 

 

Vins Blancs 
 

2018 Bourgogne Blanc 

The 2018 Bourgogne Blanc from Domaine Moreau was 

showing very well at the time of my visit, particularly for 

only having been in bottle for a short time. The bouquet is 

bright and precise, offering up scents of apple, white peach, 

chalky soil tones, white flowers and just a whisper of vanillin 

oak. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, crisp and 

classy, with good acids, a fine core and lovely cut and grip 

on the vibrant finish. A fine example of Bourgogne. 2020-

2035. 89 

2018 St. Aubin “En Remilly”  

The 2018 en Remilly was also bottled already and it too was 

showing lovely potential. This wine will drink beautifully 

from the outset (much like the 2000 vintage of this wine, 

which was my formal introduction to Alex’s wines all those 

years ago), but has the balance and structure to also age quite 

gracefully. The bouquet wafts from the glass in a mix of pear, 

apple, crème patissière, chalky soil tones, vanillin oak and a 

topnote of bee pollen. On the palate the wine is crisp, full-

bodied, focused and juicy at the core, with lovely mineral 

drive, fine focus and grip, excellent acids and a long, 

complex and classy finish. A first class example of St. Aubin. 

2020-2045. 91 

 

 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet Blanc 

The 2018 Chassagne villages here was all ready for bottling 

and was just settling in for another month or so prior to its 

mise. The wine had been assembled at the end of July and 

fined the last week of October, so it was showing very well 

in mid-November. The nose is pure and very floral this year, 

offering up a fine blend of pear, apple, a lovely base of soil, 

lemon blossoms and vanillin oak. On the palate the wine is 

pure, full-bodied and succulent at the core, with a zesty girdle 

of acidity, lovely focus and grip and impressive backend 

mineral drive on the complex and beautifully balanced 

finish. Fine juice. 2020-2045+. 91  

 

 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet “Champgains” 

There are only two barrels of Champgains in the Moreau 

cellars this year, with one being a “one wine” barrel and the 

other a “two wine” cask, so no new oak was used for this 

wine in 2018. The wine is beautiful aromatically, but also 

reserved like the Maltroie and will want a bit of bottle age to 

start to stir, but it offers up scents of pear, apple, lemon zest, 

a complex base of soil tones, vanillin oak and a topnote of 

citrus oils. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and 

beautifully balanced, with an excellent core of fruit, fine 

mineral drive and grip, bright acids and a long, nascently 

complex and pure finish. Good juice, just add some cellaring 

for full effect! 2025-2055. 92 
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2018 Chassagne-Montrachet “Vergers” 

The Vergers vines here are now twenty years of age in 2018 

and Alex noted that “they are really starting to arrive” and 

this is one of the best bottlings of Vergers I have yet tasted 

from the domaine. The bouquet is an absolutely classic 

example of this terroir, offering up scents of apple, pear, 

chalky minerality, vanillin oak, a touch of bee pollen and a 

beautiful, floral topnote redolent of orange blossoms. On the 

palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, focused and nicely 

mineral on the backend, with a beautiful core of fruit, great 

balance and a long, properly reserved and very promising 

finish. 2022-2050. 92+ 

 
 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet “Chenevottes” 

Like the Moreau family’s 2018 version of Vergers, the 

Chenevottes here this year is just a classic example of its 

respective terroir. The beautiful nose wafts from the glass in 

a fine mix of lemon, pear, lemon blossoms, chalky soil tones, 

a nice touch of crème patissière and new oak. On the palate 

the wine is pure, full-bodied, crisp and complex, with 

excellent mid-palate depth, bright, zesty acids and 

impressive soil signature married to the great fruit of the 

vintage on the long and vibrant finish. These vines are 

between fifty and sixty-five years of age and the extra depth 

of these old vines is very much apparent here. A first class 

example of Chenevottes! 2021-2050. 93 

 

 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet “Maltroie” 

The 2018 Maltroie from Domaine Moreau is also excellent, 

but it is a bit less flattering out of the blocks than either the 

Vergers or the Chenevottes and will want a bit of bottle age 

before it really starts to blossom. The bouquet is pure and 

promising, delivering a mix of apple, a touch of tangerine, 

lovely soil tones, orange peel, vanillin oak and a gentle 

topnote of citrus flowers. On the palate the wine is pure, full-

bodied and nicely soil-driven in personality, with a lovely 

core of fruit, good acids and grip, fine focus and a long, 

nascently complex and vibrant finish. All this lovely 

Maltroie will need is a bit of bottle age. 2024-2050. 92 

 
 

2017 Chassagne-Montrachet “Morgeot” 

For many years now, my absolute favorite example of 

Morgeot has been fashioned by Alex Moreau, and his 2018 

may well be one of the very finest he has yet crafted at the 

family domaine! The bouquet is flat out stunning, soaring 

from the glass in a blaze of lemon, pear, superb minerality, 

citrus zest, a hint of the pastry cream to come, apple blossoms 

and vanillin oak. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, 

refined and nicely reserved in personality, with a great core 

of fruit, beautiful mineral drive, a very elegant structural 

chassis and superb cut and grip on the very, very long and 

vibrant finish. Great, great juice in the making! 2025-2055. 

94 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet “Grandes Ruchottes” 

The 2018 Grandes Ruchottes from the Moreau brothers is 

another masterpiece in the making. The nose is pure, refined 

and nascently complex, wafting from the glass in a mix of 

apple, pear, incipient notes of crème patissière, refined 

minerality, citrus peel and vanillin oak. On the palate the 

wine is deep, full-bodied, reserved and rock solid at the core, 

with great mineral drive and focus, perfect balance and a 

long, zesty and complex finish. 2028-2060. 95 

 

 

2018 Bâtard-Montrachet  

This is a beautiful Bâtard-Montrachet in the making. The 

nose is pure, refined and bottomless, offering up scents of 

apple, lemon, chalky soil tones, citrus zest, spring flowers 

and a deft framing of vanillin oak. On the palate the wine is 

pure, full-bodied and rock solid at the core, with great focus 

and cut, impressive nascent complexity and soil signature, 

bright acids and outstanding length and grip on the poised 

and perfectly balanced finish. Though this is a very, very 

deep wine, it is not particularly broad-shouldered and is an 

utterly classical example of great young Bâtard. 2028-2060+. 

95+ 

 

 

2018 Chevalier-Montrachet 

Alex Moreau’s 2018 Chevalier-Montrachet is one of the very 

best white wines that I tasted on this long trip. The bouquet 

is deep, pure and utterly precise, wafting from the glass in a 

blend of pear, apple, pastry cream, a gorgeous base of 

limestone minerality, white flowers and vanillin oak. On the 

palate the wine is deep, pure and full-bodied, with a 

seamless, effortless sense of balance, a great core of fruit, 

stunning undertow of terroir and a long, vibrant and laserlike 

finish. Sheer brilliance. 2030-2075. 97 

 

 

2018 Corton-Charlemagne 

Alex Moreau commented that it was hard for him to figure 

out where in the tasting lineup to insert the new Corton-

Charlemagne, and in the end, he figured it should just go at 

the end, as it is a different terroir, even though it is not 

particularly fair to let it follow the Bâtard and Chevalier! The 

fruit for this bottling hails from Aloxe-Corton and the wine 

had not yet been racked at the time of my visit. It offers up a 

very promising nose of apple, pear, chalky minerality, a 

touch of iodine, vanillin oak and a gentle topnote of citrus 

peel. On the palate the wine is deep, full-bodied, long and 

rock solid at the core, with lovely focus and grip, excellent 

balance and a long, snappy and soil-infused finish. This is 

first class Corton Charlie and I suspect that it probably will 

merit a slightly higher score, but given the vinous fireworks 

it had to follow in our tasting, I may not have been entirely 

fair to the wine! 2028-2065+. 94+ 
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Vins Rouges 
 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet Rouge “Vieilles Vignes” 

As I have mentioned several times in recent years, the red 

wines of Chassagne-Montrachet are one of the few in 

Burgundy that seem to be benefiting (at least so far) from 

global warming, and this is quickly becoming one of the best 

values for red wines to be found in the region. Alex Moreau 

has been one of the leaders in crafting more elegant examples 

of Chassagne rouge in recent years and I am going to be 

writing a feature on the under-respected red wines of this 

commune in a coming issue. Alex’s 2018 old vine Chassagne 

rouge is outstanding, having included thirty percent whole 

clusters this year, seeing only ten percent new oak and 

tipping the scales at a very civilized 13.1 percent octane. The 

bouquet offers up a youthful bouquet of red and black 

cherries, bitter chocolate, gamebird, dark soil tones, a hint of 

orange peel and a gentle framing of vanillin oak. On the 

palate the wine is deep, full-bodied and nascently complex, 

with a good core of fruit, fine-grained tannins and a long, 

vibrant and very promising finish. This will be an excellent 

wine! 2025-2055+. 91 

 

 

2018 Chassagne-Montrachet Rouge “La Cardeuse” 

La Cardeuse is a great terroir for pinot noir and the 2018 from 

Domaine Moreau is a superb wine in the making. The 

youthful bouquet wafts from the glass in a black fruity blend 

of sweet dark berries, espresso, pigeon, a nice touch of whole 

clusters, a complex base of soil tones, just a touch of new oak 

and a smoky topnote. On the palate the wine is deep, full 

bodied, pure and beautifully defined by its underlying soil, 

with a lovely core of black fruit, fine focus and grip, ripe 

tannins and a long, youthful and classy finish. 2028-2060. 

93+ 

 

2018 Volnay “Santenots” 

The 2018 Santenots chez Moreau is also an outstanding 

wine. The bouquet is pure and very elegant in profile, 

offering up scents of red and black cherries, blackberries, 

dark soil tones, gamebird, a nice touch of juniper berry, 

woodsmoke, an excellent base of soil and just a touch of new 

oak. On the palate the wine is pure, full-bodied, focused and 

very nicely transparent in personality, with nascent 

complexity, fine-grained tannins and a long, poised and 

perfectly balanced finish. This is a very refined example of 

young Santenots. 2028-2060. 93 

 


