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ccording to Alexandre Moreau, who is in charge 

of winemaking while his brother Benoit handles 

the vineyards, 2014 was a much easier season in 

the vineyards than 2013, beginning with a healthy 

spring without vine maladies. “And there was almost no hail 

in Chassagne in June,” he pointed out. Moreau looks for 

“good ripeness and moderate alcohol without excesses,” and 

the conditions in 2014 gave exactly that combination. “In my 

20 years, this is the most complete white wine vintage in its 

fruit balance, freshness, digestibility and purity,” Moreau 

added. "The wines are not austere and they’re tasting good 

young, but they have good energy and we should probably 

wait four to eight years to start drinking them." 

 

Moreau chaptalized his 2014s lightly, “just to prolong the 

fermentations,” which took as long as four to five months. 

He did not stir the lees and he aged his premier crus in 25% 

to 30% new oak, including a few 350-liter barrels. Acidity 

levels are in the 4.2 to 4.5 grams per liter range. The premier 

crus were bottled at the end of February, the grand crus in 

March.  

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet 

(this bottling, made from multiple parcels, including some 

stony plots near Puligny-Montrachet, represents 40% of the 

estate's production in 2014): Pale yellow. Pure aromas of 

pear, yellow peach and yellow flowers. Ripe, sweet and fine-

grained, with captivating minerality giving lift to the middle 

palate and carrying the classically dry finish.  2017-2022. 89. 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Clos Saint-Jean 1er Cru 

(the first harvest from these vines; one of the three barrels 

was new): Bright straw-yellow. Very ripe aromas of candied 

lemon drop and smoky oak, with an exotic apricot note. Big, 

broad and fat; sweeter than the village offering but with less 

depth of flavor. Finishes pliant but a bit blurry, with 

moderate length.  2017-2021. 89. 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Champs Gain 1er Cru 

Bright, light yellow. Subtler and more complex than the Clos 

Saint-Jean, offering scents of peach and spices. Broader and 

more filled in on the palate, showing good shape and energy 

to its very ripe stone fruit and spice flavors. Nicely 

mouthcoating and persistent but doesn't have the thrust for 

an even higher score.  2018-2023. 90. 

 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Les Vergers 1er Cru 

(from 15-year-old vines): Deep, musky aromas of peach, 

pear and flowers. A step up in energy and precision from the 

foregoing samples, conveying a firmer, lower-pH mouthfeel. 

Nicely juicy and high-pitched, with a strong calcaire 

minerality and lively acidity giving the wine a gripping, 

firmly structured finish. A bit uncompromising today but not 

phenolic.  2019-2025. 91. 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Les Chenevottes 1er Cru 

(this parcel is planted in redder soil in a combe, where grape 

sugars mount quickly): Bright yellow. Inviting aromas of 

peach, lemon drop and flowers. Nicely balanced and 

easygoing; distinctly more open-knit than the Vergers, 

despite the fact that this wine is from much older vines. 

Finishes firm, long and a bit dusty. This struck me as like a 

better version of Moreau's village wine, but with its 

minerality in the background in the early going.  2018-2024. 

90. 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Maltroie 1er Cru 

(from 25-, 40- and 55-year-old parcels): Bright pale yellow. 

Very ripe, expressive aromas of peach, apricot and baked 

bread, plus a touch of honey. Round, ripe and silky, but with 

a light touch to its framing citrus and mineral flavors. An 

element of salinity accentuates the wine's dryness and firms 

the finish. A bit youthfully disjointed today.  2019-2026. 

90+. 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Morgeot 1er Cru 

(Moreau picked his vines in Fairendes four or five days later 

than his parcel in La Carduse): Bright yellow. Expressive, 

slightly exotic scents of yellow fruits, orange and mirabelle. 

In a distinctly fruity style but nicely firmed and lifted by fresh 

acidity and rocky minerality. Shows none of the honeyed 

character of the Maltroie. Finishes with a hint of lemon zest 

and sneaky power. This energetic, nicely balanced wine 

should evolve gracefully in the bottle.  2019-2027. 92. 

 

2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Caillerets 1er Cru 

Pale yellow. Delicate, pure scents of lemon thyme, white 

flowers and rocky minerality. Dense, juicy and intense, with 

brisk citrussy acidity intensifying the lemon and floral 

flavors. Not a blockbuster, this refined premier cru perfumes 

the mouth on the rising, subtly saline finish.  2020-2028. 93. 
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2014 Chassagne-Montrachet Grandes Ruchottes 

(from vines planted in 1939 and 1940, which Alexandre 

describes as the only estate vines his father Bernard did not 

plant): Pale, bright yellow. Candied fruits and spices on the 

nose; less citrussy than the Caillerets. Full and broad but not 

overly sweet; essentially silky in texture but this will need 

time to fill in. Finishes quite dry, with sneaky length--and yet 

the Caillerets strikes me as more energetic and primary. A 

good proportion of these very old vines are planted on what 

Moreau described as feeble rootstock and will be pulled up 

soon. The crop level here was just 28 hectoliters per hectare 

in 2014.  2019-2027.  91. 

 

2014 Batard-Montrachet Grand Cru 

Peach nectar, spices and stone on the nose, plus a suggestion 

of nut oil. Deep and rich in the mouth, with the peach and 

soft citrus flavors conveying seductive sucrosité. Tightens up 

nicely on the end, finishing with a rather suave dusting of 

tannins and noteworthy grip. Nothing heavy about this 

Batard, but it will require patience  2020-2030.  92+. 

 

2014 Chevalier-Montrachet Grand Cru 

Pale lemon-yellow color. Pungent aromas of lemon zest and 

crushed stone. Voluminous on the attack, then densely 

packed and energetic in the mid-palate, showing salty 

minerality, sexy restrained sweetness and a more floral 

character than the Batard. More accessible on the back half 

than the Batard and not at all austere, with the savory finish 

mounting slowly and lingering well. This seamless, complete 

wine shows the class of the 2014 vintage.  2020-2030.  94. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


