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apping the door at Domaine Dugat-Py, at first 

sight I thought that Bernard Dugat had aged a 

little…about thirty years to be exact. Now I 

know that his parents live in the conjoined house 

next door and that his son inherited his looks from his 

father, Pierre Dugat, as well as some of the most propitious 

vineyard holdings in Gevrey. Bernard’s wines have always 

had a modern sheen with relatively high use of new oak 

from his village crus upwards (100% for all his premier and 

grand crus.) These are not wines for those expecting 

subtlety or “transparency” – they are packed with intense 

flavors, bold structure and occasionally extravagant 

finishes. The 2012s are no exception, but for the most part 

these wines handles the new oak with aplomb, principally 

because a combination of grand crus and old vines give the 

solid foundation for that level of new oak, that culminate in 

a quite audacious Mazis-Chambertin. Of course, as Bernard 

mentioned, his preponderance of old vine material meant 

that he was hit hard by millerandage and as a consequence 

yields are miniscule: around 18 or 19hl/ha. The harvest 

commenced on 21 September with the premier crus and like 

many growers the malo-lactics were late, which meant that 

I was unable to taste two or three crus such as the Gevrey 

Petite Chapelle. If you like your Burgundy packed full of 

intensity but with finesse and do not mind cellaring for a 

decade a more, Dugat-Py is the place to come. 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Vosne Romanee Village 

The 2012 Vosne-Romanee Village consists of one new 

barrel and one used 350-litre barrel. It has a very sensual 

bouquet with lush ripe dark cherry and cassis fruit that is 

very pure. The palate has a fine grip on the entry. There is 

patently good extraction leading to quite high-toned with 

sappy dark fruit on the finish that has a slight metallic 

tincture. Give this a couple of years to calm down in bottle. 

86-88 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Gevrey Chambertin les Evocelles 

The 2012 Gevrey-Chambertin Les Evocelles was cropped 

at 17hl/ha, contains 60% whole cluster fruit with around 

60% new oak. It has a lovely, pure blackcurrant pastille and 

cassis fruit, the new oak nicely integrated here. The palate 

is very energetic on the entry. There is fine tension here, 

layers of ripe but tense black fruit with a sorbet-fresh, 

delineated finish that lingers long in the mouth. This is a 

superb Gevrey-Chambertin that should age for the next 10-

15 years. 91-93 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Pommard la Levriere Vieilles Vignes 

The 2012 Pommard Le Levrieres Vieilles Vignes comes 

from 82-year old vines that yielded just 5 barrels this year, 

of which 2 barrels are new and includes 50-60% whole 

cluster fruit. The wood is still a little present on the nose but 

underneath lies some lovely, floral tinged raspberry fruit 

laced with blackcurrant and creme de cassis. The palate is 

medium-bodied with good grip on the entry, well-judged 

acidity. This has fine grip, a bullish Pommard but with great 

depth and poise on the finish. This will outlast many a 

Pommard in 2012. 90-92 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Gevrey Chambertin Coeur du Roi 

The 2012 Gevrey-Chambertin Coeur de Roy comes from 

Bernard Dugat’s vines planted in 1910, raised in 60% new 

oak with 70% whole cluster fruit. It has a rather strict, 

taciturn bouquet at the moment, but the mineralite is 

tangible underneath and will flourish with bottle age. The 

palate is medium-bodied with fine acidity and abundant 

pure dark cherry and blueberry notes, segueing into a tense, 

wonderfully poised finish. This is very fine. 90-92 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Gevrey Chambertin 1er Cru 

As usual, the 2012 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru is a blend 

of “Fonteny”, “Corbeaux” and “Perrieres”, raised entirely 

in new wood and includes 60-70% whole cluster. It has a 

tightly wound bouquet, the new oak prominent at the 

moment and masking the terroir expression. The palate has 

a core of sweet, ripe, citrus-fresh fruit that is very well 

delineated. The palate certainly carries the oak well, 

allowing opulent ripe cassis and blackcurrant fruit to 
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flourish before retreating towards a welcome, quite linear 

finish. The final impression is that this premier cru is 

backward, despite the generosity of the nose, and deserves 

several years to show its best. Good potential though.91-93 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Gevrey Chambertin les Champeaux 

The 2012 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Champeaux is raised 

entirely in new wood and includes around 70% whole 

cluster fruit. It has a slight reduction on the nose that makes 

it difficult to pin down, whilst the palate displays good 

structure and sense of symmetry, dense but fresh with a 

grippy, quite assertive finish. This is very fine. 91-93 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Gevrey Chambertin Lavaux St Jacques 

The 2012 Gevrey-Chambertin 1er Cru Lavaux St-Jacques is 

reduced to just two barrels this year, from vines located just 

behind Bernard Dugat’s house, and includes around 75% 

whole cluster fruit. It has a beguiling, floral bouquet with 

dried violet petals infusing the lush dark cherry and cassis 

fruit that is extremely well defined and carries the oak with 

ease. The palate is medium-bodied with a gentle grip on the 

entry. This is a dense Gevrey but the acidity is nicely 

pointed and slices through the thickly layered dark berry 

fruit on the finish that springs a spicy tail to keep you on 

your toes. There is palpable energy here – superb. 93-95 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Charmes Chambertin 

The 2012 Charmes-Chambertin Grand Cru is raised entirely 

in new oak and includes less whole cluster in order to retain 

the femininity of the cru. It has a well-defined, mineral rich 

bouquet that remains tight at the moment, refusing to 

acquiesce in the glass. The palate is medium-bodied with 

very fine, quite succulent tannins, good acidity, a gentle 

grip and impressive build towards the structured blackberry 

and blueberry-driven finish. Very good tension here and in 

synch with the fruit, this Charmes-Chambertin should age 

well over the next 20 years.93-95 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Mazoyeres Chambertin Grand Cru 

The 2012 Mazoyeres-Chambertin Grand Cru comes from 

vines just 60-metres distant from the Charmes-Chambertin, 

and this blend includes around 90% whole cluster fruit. It 

has a superb bouquet, the mineral core penetrating the 

carapace of dark cherry, blackberry and wild strawberry 

fruit that is beautifully defined, seductive and pure. The 

palate is medium-bodied with fine, slightly chalky tannins. 

This has very good backbone, rendering the finish quite 

stern and aloof, but it will age with consummate style. 

There are just 2½ barrels this year. 95-97 

 

 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Mazis Chambertin 

There are three barrels of the 2012 Mazis-Chambertin 

Grand Cru this year, which includes around 85% whole 

cluster fruit. Despite a touch of reduction, the floral nature 

of this grand cru shows through, violets and rose petals 

sprinkled over the intense dark berry fruit and minerals. The 

palate is very concentrated with intense black fruit. It offers 

a beguiling sense of symmetry and one of the most 

powerful finishes that you will find in this vintage. This is a 

true vin de garde – don’t touch for 15 years, but it will be a 

behemoth to behold.97-99 

 

2012  Domaine Dugat-Py 

Chambertin 

Good luck finding bottles of Bernard’s 2012 Chambertin 

Grand Cru, since he produced just a half-barrel from his 

0.05-hectares of 98-year old vines this year – 114-litres to 

spread around the world. And that’s including the stems of 

course. The whole cluster fruit makes a positive impression 

upon the aromatics, with very pure black fruit and 

wondrous mineralite. Sometimes I have found the single 

new barrel too dominant apropos this Chambertin but here 

it is perfectly in synch. The palate has a honeyed 

voluptuousness on the nose, extraordinarily concentration, 

cashmere tannins and an unbelievably intense finish that 

knocks you sideways. Drinking this wine will be like 

listening to Led Zeppelin’s “Whole Lotta Love” at full 

volume – and just as enjoyable.97-99 

 


