
HISTORY
Michael Seresin was born in Wellington, New Zealand, but left in the 1960s, when sheep, not 
grapevines, covered the Wairau Plains. He settled in Italy, where he was captivated by Italian 
food and wine culture and began his career as a cinematographer. Over time Michael’s 
interest in wine developed into a passion. In the early 1990s after investigating opportunities 
to start a winery in Italy, he became aware of the quality wines starting to emerge from his 
homeland. After visiting Marlborough, and falling in love with the Marlborough Sounds, 
Michael decided to purchase a home there, followed by the purchase of some land in 
the Wairau Valley, which became Seresin’s Home Vineyard. He began planting vines and 
imported Tuscan olive varieties immediately along with significant plantings of native plant 
species.

Seresin, one of the first wineries in New Zealand to operate organic vineyards, released 
their first vintage was in 1996 and the winery was completed in mid-2000. A year later, 
the Tatou Vineyard was purchased and land in the Omaka Valley was purchased for 
development into what is now the Raupo Creek Vineyard. Seresin won the Marlborough 
District Council’s 2009 Marlborough Environment Award.

VINEYARDS & WINEMAKING
Winemaker Tamra Kelly-Washington graduated as a top scholar from Lincoln University with a 
degree in Viticulture and Oenology. She started out her career at Seresin Estate. After spending 
time making wine in the USA, Australia and Italy she headed back to her roots where it all 
started at Seresin Estate, joining the team in time for the 2018 harvest.

Working with viticulturist Cameron Vawter, a passionate advocate for biodynamic farming, 
their focus is spent on precise picking decisions, embracing acidity in order to guide pristine 
fruit through the winemaking process with minimal handling. The resulting wines are elegant, 
structured and a genuine reflection of their provenance. www.thesortingtable.com

Appellation   
South Island

Year Founded  1996 

Proprietor Michael Seresin

Winemaker  
Tamra Kelly-Washington

Annual Production  
30,000 9L cases (including Momo)

Varieties Cultivated 
Sauvignon Blanc, Pinot Noir

Marlborough, New Zealand
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